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MissioN

STATCMENT

To bring all children, youth
and young adults closer to
Christ and His Church through
religious education, fellowship
and various other events on a
parish and national level.

Dates 10 RererBer!

o NoverBer 9TH

St. Nektarios Feastday
(Patron Saint of our Chapel)

o NoverBer 15TH:
Advent Begins
(Christmas Fast)

o NoverBer 21sT:
Entrance of the Theotokos

into the Temple
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THe MeSSeNGeER

ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEW'SLET TER

“ A HOLY FAMILY ” —
THOUGHTS ON THE ENTRANCE OF THE
THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

Beloved in the Lord,

On November 21+ every year, our Holy Orthodox Church celebrates a very
holy family. Although they did not have children for most of their lives, God
heard their prayer and gave them a daughter, who served as “God’s ladder” (as
she was chosen to be His mother when He was born in the flesh). The parents
were the Righteous Ancestors of the Lord Joachim and Anna, and the daughter is
our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.

So the Ancestors of the Lord could show their
thanksgiving, they dedicated their daughter to
God. From three until twelve years of age, the The-
otokos lived in the Temple and was dedicated to
God. That's why our Church offers the Virgin |
Mary and her family as an example for all, telling
the faithful, “we should be like her family.” /

All Christians are called to not just go to Church;
rather, we are called to be the Church! Just like our
families aren’t defined as 'where we live’, the
Church is not the building, but the people of God
gathered together to worship Him. Families can
experience the love of Christ when their example
in life is Jesus Christ.

rrrrr

A great start in this journey of faith is when we
read the Bible as a family. We spend so much time watching television or going to
the movies; so, we should always remember to spend time with our Lord
through reading about His love for us. It's as easy as getting together every eve-
ning and reading together; it’s up to us if we want to make the time.

It's also very important for parents and children to pray at home and at
Church together, especially when families receive Holy Communion together. It’s
said that, “the family that prays together, stays together.” Although we have
busy lives, praying together shows children that this is just as important (even

more important!) as anything else we might do throughout our lives.
_

Continued on pg. 3
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O ATABEBAHMENOX OEXMOX

Ac dwpev T etvatl ta Katnxntucd oxolAeia kat mowx 1) moopopa touvg &g v Cwnyv twv
TIADLWOV KAL TWV VEWV.

O Oeopoc twv Kamnyntkwv doev elval onuegvog. A
Etvar g ExkAnolag apxaiog Oeouods, yvwotog amo ‘
TOUG TIRWTOVS ALWVAS TOL XQLOTIAVIOHOV. LKOTIOG TOU
v KAHEL YVWOTNV TNV XQOTIVIKT)V aAnfewav &g
000LG TNV ayvoovoav kal elxav v emBuvpiav va
Bamtiotovy. Eig avtotg mooodégeto 1 XQlomavikr|
aAnOewx oe padnuata, mov wvopalovto Katnxnoei.
Eic avtdg pe pébodov kal ovotnua amekaAVTTOVTO
at aAnBeag g miotews. Kar dtav n ekmaidevoig
OAOKANQWVETO, OL KATNXOVUEVOL ATEYQADPOVTO OF
KATAAOYOUG KAl NTOAlovto dx to aylov Bamtiopa € to omolov mEooroxovto pe
Babelav ovvaloOnow Twv VTOXEEWOEeWV TOL aveAdaupPavay oav véa HEAN ™G aylag

ExkAnoiac.

Y1)peQov elval avaykn 1 Katnxnols Kat 1) TEOOTAOELX avAKOTI)G TOU QEVUATOS TNG
KATAOTQOPT)C KAL TNG OUYKQATNOEWS TNG XOLoNG eATtidog tov néAAovtog &L ¢ty Cwnyv
TIOL eLoNYelTaL ) moTc kat vTTooxeTaL TNV aAnOwnv evtvxia g Tov avbpwmov mov v
Kavel 0dnyov g Lwr|g Tov.

Ao to pipAio «a pia eTutvxnuévn aywyn» tov Apxiu. I'ewpyiov I. AnuortovAov (geA. 130)

Thie Month, Wo Colobrafo., ™ "

Feastday November 25th

Gt Katherin the Great Martyr s iy
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a HOLY F RHH.Y (CON'T FROM PG. 1)

Parents give a great blessing to their children by bringing them to Sunday School (and, for youth and
young adults, Re-Catechism) in order to learn about the Faith, the great heroes of the Church (our Lord, the
Virgin Mary and our Saints) and that God is love. That way, our lives are grounded in the truth of the Gospel,
the ways of the Lord.

This Church’s Catechetical School program has a great his-
tory. Every week, our Sunday School teachers try to bring our
kids closer to our Lord. This effort by our Sunday School is
just a part of our learning. Understanding the Faith in our
classrooms is important so that we can know how to answer
the “tough questions” when it comes to what we believe.

Let us pray that all our families grow in Faith together,
keeping in mind the great example of the Virgin Mary’s fam-
ily and making God first in our lives.

Youre in Chriet,

Tim Prattac
Catechict, €t. Demetrioe Church

Webcite of the Month:
www.ancientfaith.com

Ancient Faith Radio ie an Orthodox Radio Station, part of Conciliar Media Minigctriee, under the
augpicee of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocece of North Ameriea. Although under
the Antiochian Archdiocece. it ic hoet fo podeacte from all different juriedictione. Podeacte are
available online, with programming of musie, readinge. prayere, lecturee and interviews.

Ac ite clogan cuggecte, it ie sueceeding in “bringing the Ancient Faith to the Modern World”!

ABout Her LiFe...

After searching for the True Faith, St. Katherine was baptized a Christian in Alexandria. Although many
suitors wanted to marry her, she dedicated her life to Christ, her “Bridegroom”. She converted the pagan
philosophers and suffered greatly for being a Christian. She was martyred and joined the Choir of the
Saints in Paradise. A great monastery in her honour is found on Mt. Sinai. She is the Patron Saint of the
Youth Department of our Metropolis.



The third Greek Orthodox Church in Toronto, St. Demetrios Church was
founded in 1962. Since then, our Church has been the spiritual home of thou-
sands of Orthodox faithful from Toronto and vicinity. It is one of the four
Churches of the Greek Community of Toronto. The Religious Education pro-
grams have been attended by many children, youth and young adults. Our
tireless staff works to promote the Good News of Jesus Christ.

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church Parish Priests Rev. Fr. Konstantine Pavlidis
Religious Education Newsletter Rev. Fr. Triantafillos Porfiris
Religious Education Director Basile Polidoulis
30 Thorncliffe Park Drive Religious Education Advisor Komissa Polidoulis
Toronto, ON M4H 1HS Homiletic Speakers John Kapsalis, Tim Prattas
Tel: 416-425-2485 5-and-Under Class Teachers Linda Hudson, Georgia Vlahos, Patty Tsiolis
Fax: 416-425-2954 JK-SK Class Teachers Despina Epaminondas, Chrysoula Kapogiannis
st.demetrios@greekcommunity.org Gr. 1 Class Teachers Kathe Bouzios, Eleni Skandalakis
. Gr. 2 Class Teacher Kassiani Logotheti
WANT THIS NEw'SLETTER IN | Gr 3 Class Teachers Vicky Nikolaos, Vasilis Papagiannis
YOUR INROX? €-MaL UsS! Gr. 4-5 Class Teachers Elena er]am . o
Gr. 6-7 Class Teachers Georgia Panagiotopoulos-Grivogiannis,
STDEMETRIOSTORONTO@ Eftila Qirjazi
Gr. 8-9 Class Teachers Kiki Zourbanos, Fotini Kapsalis
SMAIL.COM Gr. 10-12 Class Teacher Chrysostom Makropoulos

Young Adult League Leaders Vicki Vokas, Niko Sotiropoulos

Re-CaTtecHISM

THe DiviNe LITURGY:
UNITING GoD anD His PeorrLe

Where?

&Ff Domofrioe Groek Orfhodox Church
(B0 Thorneliffe Park Drive, Toronfo. 416-F25-2435)

When?

Eveory other Tuesday af 700 p.rrr.

The Ceccione

Tueeday. Ceptember 21<t. 2010

Ife Time: The Pre-Liturgy Preparation

Tuecday. October 5th. 2010

Bleecod re the Kingdorrr: The Liturgy of the Word
Tueeday. October 19th. 2010

Puffing acide the caree of Lifo: The Liturgy of the Faithful
Tueeday. November Z2nd. 2010

T he Heoarf of the Lifurgy: The Holy Anaphora

Tueeday. November 16th. 2010

nith Avweo. Faith and Love. Draw Near: The Communion
Tueeday. Novermber 30th. 2010

A<k Us Liturgy Q and A

Come and Join Uel

“ Froe Babyciftfinng of fored af each coccion”

-

For more inforrmafiorr. e—rrail ue af

cldermeoflriocloronfo@grrnail.corrn




